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Dear Sal U. Tation:

For the millions of Americans who watched Hurricane Katrina unfold on national TV, the reports coming out of flood-ravaged Pakistan are all too familiar—families stranded on rooftops for days on end, without food, as floodwaters churn against the remains of their homes; stunned survivors wading knee-deep through streets where, a short month ago, children played ball.  

In our time of need after Katrina, donations poured in from around the world, including Pakistan, where the government pledged $1 million and a team of doctors and medics to help in the relief effort.  This is nothing extraordinary or unprecedented.  It’s simply what happens when a terrible tragedy reminds us that we are all equally human—and equally vulnerable.  

As I write this, we know that nearly 14 million people have lost their homes in the flooding—more, according to the United Nations, than resulted from Haiti’s recent earthquake and the 2004 Southeast Asian Tsunami combined.  In terms of displacement, Pakistan’s floods are, by far, the 21st century’s worst natural disaster.

Action Against Hunger’s very first mission took us to Pakistan in 1980.  We were there to help refugees who had fled from the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the chaos that followed.  Now, 30 years later, we may be facing our greatest challenge in the country where our work began.  Our top experts in emergency nutrition, water and sanitation, and food security are already saving lives in the affected area.  But this disaster will not be cleaned up in a matter of days, weeks, or months.  We need your support to sustain an effective response.

With all best wishes,



Geoffrey M. Glick
Director of External Relations
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